178               THE DA Y AFTER DEATH.

ception of them for thousands of years.    The ancients, the
Greeks, the Romans, the Egyptians, knew nothing of the
universe, except the  earth (nor did the Orientals, with the
exception of some truly learned men, who had divined the
general mechanism of the universe "by methods unknown to
us, but they concealed their knowledge from the profane).
These ancients could speak of only a small portion of the
globe : of Europe, Asia, and the North of Africa.    The re-
mainder was a dead letter for the peoples of antiquity.    After
them,  and following their example, the first Christians re-
duced the universe to what they knew of it; they believed
there was but one world, because they saw only one.    The
earth was for them the universe.    In the stars they saw only
brilliant spots, like silver nails in the celestial vault,  to en-
hance the azure, and charm the eyes of men in the quiet of
the night.    The moon was the natural beacon of the earth.
In the sky there was a shining track followed by the sun,
and the torch of day was no larger than the beacon of night.
The celestial region which spread itself above the sun and the
moo a was the Empyrean of the ancients, the Paradise of the
Christians and the Mussulmans.    It was at once the sojourn
of clouds and of light, the habitation of the elect of God, of
the saints and the just.    Under the earth, and in its interior,
were immense abysses, gulfs, and cavities, the dark dwellings
of the damned.

This simple cosmogony, which merely translates what our
eyes show us, has been that believed by every people in their
infancy. Among the savage tribes of the two worlds, in